
Syllabus

1. Programme information

1.1. Institution THE BUCHAREST UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMIC STUDIES 

1.2. Faculty Administration and Public Management 

1.3. Departments Department of Philosophy and Social and Human Sciences

1.4. Field of study Sociology

1.5. Cycle of studies Bachelor

1.6. Education type Full-time 

1.7. Study programme Human Resources

1.8. Language of study Romanian

1.9. Academic year 2025-2026

2. Information on the discipline

2.1. Name Philosophy

2.2. Code 25.0253IF2.2-07.3

2.3. Year of study 2 2.4. Semester 2 2.5. Type of 
assessment

Test 2.6. Status of 
the discipline

Optional 2.7. Number of 
ECTS credits

3

2.8. Leaders Lectures
(C)

Prof.univ dr. GEORGESCU Ştefan-Dominic dominic.stefan@man.ase.ro

Seminars
(S)

Prof.univ dr. GEORGESCU Ştefan-Dominic dominic.stefan@man.ase.ro

3. Estimated Total Time

3.1. Number of weeks 14.00

3.2. Number of hours per week 3.00  of which

Lectures(C) 2.00

Seminars(S) 1.00

3.3. Total hours from curriculum 42.00  of which

Lectures(C) 28.00

Seminars(S) 14.00

3.4. Total hours of study per semester (ECTS*25) 75.00

3.5. Total hours of individual study 33.00

Distribution of time for individual study

Study by the textbook, lecture notes, bibliography and student's own notes 15.00

Additional documentation in the library, on specialized online platforms and in the field 10.00

Preparation of seminars, labs, assignments, portfolios and essays 4.00

Tutorials 2.00

Examinations 2.00

Other activities
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8. Contents

4.1. of curriculum Not the case

4.2. of competences • Minimal research abilities for work in the library
• Ability to write and orally present a seminar paper as previously indicated by a bibliography.

for the Lectures(C) • Classrooms that are adequately equipped

for the Seminars(S) • Classrooms that are adequately equipped

Professional C5 Identify human resource development needs of the organization through the application of specific 
methods

Professional C6 Analysis of the interaction types of human resources

7. Objectives of the discipline

7.1. General objective • To familiarize students with the main ideas and methods of fundamental philosophical disciplines, as well as the 
way they are to be found and applied in everyday life and professional situations.

7.2. Specific objectives • To help students correctly understand the diversity of situations in which it is appropriate to use specific 
philosophical manner of thought to solve the problems of everyday life and those specific to economic science;
• To help students understand the context of the emergence and development of pressuppositions of common 
thinking and also those of contemporary economic science, as well as the way they can be subjected to critical 
investigation; 
• To improve the ability of communicating abstract ideas and concepts effectively, concisely and also semanticaly 
and logicaly correct; 
• To improve the critical and creative thinking skills of students.

Recommendations for 
studentsTeaching/Work methods8.1. Lectures(C)

1 Methodology and subject-matter of philosophy. The main problems and 
fundamental disciplines of philosophy. 2 Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
Vasile Macoviciuc, 
„Filosofie. Tematizări 
contemporane”, pp. 21-36.
„Filosofie. Note de curs”, 
pp. 23-28.

2 Main understandings of philosophy. Philosophy as applied critical thinking vs. 
philosophy as a methodological foundation of the personal development project. 2 
Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
„Filosofie. Note de curs”, 
pp. 7-22.

3 Basics of critical thinking I. Clarification of language. Terms and concepts. 2 
Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
„Filosofie. Note de curs”, 
pp. 29-38.

4 Basics of critical thinking II. Statements. Principles of logical thinking. 2 Hours Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
„Filosofie. Note de curs”, 
pp. 39-42.

5 Basics of critical thinking III. Arguments, syllogisms, errors of argumentation. 2 
Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
„Filosofie. Note de curs”, 
pp. 43-48.

6 Philosophy of life and personal development. Systems of practical philosophy I. 
Buddhism, Confucianism, 2 Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal 
bibliography:„Filosofie. 
Note de curs”, pp. 49-63.

4. Prerequisites

5. Conditions

6. Acquired specific competences
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7 Philosophy of life and personal development. Systems of practical philosophy II. 
Aristotelianism, Stoicism, Epicureanism. 2 Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
Vasile Macoviciuc, 
„Filosofie. Tematizări 
contemporane”, pp. 78-82; 
593-599.

8 Philosophy of life and personal development. Systems of practical philosophy III. 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam,  2 Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
Vasile Macoviciuc, 
„Filosofie. Tematizări 
contemporane”, pp. 446-
460.

9 Philosophy of life and personal development. Systems of practical philosophy IV. 
Existentialism, Pragmatism,  2 Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal 
bibliography:Vasile 
Macoviciuc, „Filosofie. 
Tematizări contemporane”, 
pp. 190-234; 235-252.

10 Applications of critical thinking principles I. The problem of knowledge. 2 Hours Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal 
bibliography:Vasile 
Macoviciuc, „Filosofie. 
Tematizări contemporane”, 
pp. 311-332.

11 Applications of critical thinking principles II. The problem of consciousness. 2 
Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal 
bibliography:Vasile 
Macoviciuc, „Filosofie. 
Tematizări contemporane”, 
pp. 263-272.

12 Applications of critical thinking principles III. The problem of morals and practical 
action 2 Hours

Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal 
bibliography:Vasile 
Macoviciuc, „Filosofie. 
Tematizări contemporane”, 
pp. 555-580.

13 Applications of critical thinking principles IV. The problem of religion. 2 Hours Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

 Minimal bibliography: 
Vasile Macoviciuc, 
„Filosofie. Tematizări 
contemporane”, pp. 445-
449; 460-472.

14 Knowledge assessment Interactive lecture, 
requesting active 
participation of students

The course activities, 
minimum requirements and 
evaluation methodology 
will be explained in the first 
lecture.

- Vasile Macoviciuc (coord.), „Filosofie. Tematizări contemporane”, ASE, București, 2010
- Bîgu, Dragoș, Etica în afaceri. Structuri conceptuale și aplicații, ASE, București, 2014
- Socaciu, Emanuel et al., Etică și integritate academică, Editura Universității din București, București, 2018
- Macoviciuc, Vasile (coord.), Filosofie. Tematizări contemporane, ASE, București, 2010
- Nagel, Thomas, Oare ce înseamnă toate astea, ALL, București, 1994
- Russel, Bertrand, Problemele filosofiei, ALL, București, 2004
- Sergiu Balan, Suportul de curs: „Filosofie. Note de curs”, format electronic , https://online.ase.ro 

- Nagel, Thomas, Veșnice întrebări, ALL, București, 2005
- The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, https://plato.stanford.edu
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Recommendations for 
studentsTeaching/Work methods8.2. Seminars(S)

1 The nature of philosophical research and the problems of philosophy.
Text analysis – Simon Blackburn – Gândește. Introducere (pp. 7-17)

Presentation by each 
student of a paper and its 
discussion by other 
participants in the 
seminar.

2 Science and pseudoscience
Text analysis – Michael Shermer – De ce cred oamenii în bazaconii. Capitolul 3: 
Cum o ia razna gândirea (pp. 83 - 107)

Presentation by each 
student of a paper and its 
discussion by other 
participants in the 
seminar.

3 The problem of cultural relativism. 
Text analysis – James Rachels – Introducere în Etică. Capitolul 2: Provocarea 
relativismului cultural (pp. 19 - 31)

Presentation by each 
student of a paper and its 
discussion by other 
participants in the 
seminar.

4 Standard moral theories and applications in socio-economic contexts
Text analysis – James Rachels, Introducere în etică, Capitolul 1, Ce este 
moralitatea? (pp. 7-18)

Presentation by each 
student of a paper and its 
discussion by other 
participants in the 
seminar.

5 Business ethics
Text analysis – Peter Singer (editor), Tratat de Etică, Capitolul 31: Robert C. 
Solomon – Etica relațiilor de afaceri (pp. 376-387).

Presentation by each 
student of a paper and its 
discussion by other 
participants in the 
seminar.

6 Liberty in society and economics
Text analysis – J.S.Mill – Despre libertate. Introducere (pp. 43 – 60).

Presentation by each 
student of a paper and its 
discussion by other 
participants in the 
seminar.

7 Justice and equality
Text analysis – David Schmidtz – Elemente ale dreptății. Partea 1: Ce este 
dreptatea (pp. 13 - 39)

Presentation by each 
student of a paper and its 
discussion by other 
participants in the 
seminar.

- Blackburn, S., „Gândește. O introducere convingătoare în filosofie”, ALL, Bucureşti, 2009, https://online.ase.ro/
- Nagel, Th., „Oare ce înseamnă toate astea?”, ALL, Bucureşti, 1994, https://online.ase.ro/
- Solcan, M.R., Arta răului cel mai mic, Editura All, Bucureşti, 1998, https://online.ase.ro/
- Shermer, M., De ce cred oamenii în bazaconii. Pseudoștiință, superstiții şi alte aiureli ale vremurilor noastre, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 2009, 

https://online.ase.ro/
- Roberts, R, Cum poate Adam Smith să vă schimbe viața, Editura Publica, Bucureşti, 2015, https://online.ase.ro/
- Mill, John Stuart, Despre libertate, Humanitas, București, 2014
- Heilbroner, Robert L, Filozofii lucrurilor pământești, Humanitas, București, 2005
- Hausman, Daniel M., Filozofia științei economice, Humanitas, București, 1993
- Rachels, J., Introducere în etică, Editura Punct, Bucureşti, 2000, https://online.ase.ro/
- Berlin, I, Puterea ideilor, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 2012, https://online.ase.ro/
- Jaspers, K, Texte filosofice, Editura Politică, Bucureşti, 1986, https://online.ase.ro/
- Singer, P, Tratat de etică, Polirom, Iasi, 2006, https://online.ase.ro/
- Russell, B, Viața fără frică, Editura Vellant, Bucureşti, 2019, https://online.ase.ro/

9. Corroboration of the contents of the discipline with the expectations of the representatives of the epistemic community, of 
the professional associations and representative employers in the field associated with the programme
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10.4. Modality of grading Whole notes 1-10

10.5. Minimum standard of 
performance

• Understanding the specific traits of philosophical problems, ideas and methods as compared to other 
humanities, and the ability to find them in real-life contexts 
• Ability of communicating abstract ideas and concepts effectively, concisely and also semanticaly and 
logicaly correct.

In order to decide on the content of the course and the methods of teaching/learning, department members held meetings with members of the 
German-Romanian Society for Philosophy and researchers from the Institute for Philosophy and Psychology of the Romanian Academy. In 
discussions on selecting the formative contents also have been invited other professors in the field, members in other departments or other 
institutions of higher education (Department of Philosophy, University of Bucharest). The meetings focused on identifying the needs and 
expectations of employers in the economic sector and on coordination with similar programs from the other institutions of higher education.

10/27/2026

Signature of the Department Director,Date of approval in the 
department

Signature of the discipline leaders,Date of listing,

10.3. Final assessment 0.00

10. Assessment

Type of activity Assessment criteria Assessment methods Percentage in 
the final grade

10.1. Seminars(S) Assimilating and understanding the subjects 
treated in the seminar. The ability to build and 
evaluate arguments.

Midterm test: multiple choice/written 
assignment (Week 8)

50.00

10.2. Seminars(S) Learning and understanding of the issues 
discussed during the seminar activities. Proving 
the ability to identify, assess and 
construct/deconstruct solutions to philosophical 
problems that arise in everyday life and at 
workplace.

Assessment of written paper and 
participations in the seminar 
discussions.

50.00
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